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say goodbye to Stephen, it turned into
a sad, but also beautiful, occasion.

God bless you, Stephen.
C MORTON BY EMAIL

US tactics
GIVEN the increasing violence on our streets
coupled with the tragic deaths associated
with street fighting, I think that it’s time the
gardai studied and enforced the ‘American’
approach.

I lived in America a few years ago and
was unfortunate enough to have my car
robbed (the contents were stolen) while
I was dining in a nearby restaurant during

the Christmas holidays. Upon phoning the
police, seven squad cars and approximately
15 officers descended on the scene (many
of them armed) within a matter of minutes.
They sealed off a few blocks and I was
interviewed at the scene.

The next morning I received a phone
call to say that the majority of my goods
were located.

This is the sort of response people need
in this country. Some may call it over the
top, but it got the results required.

The sooner gardai are armed, have
handcuffs at easy disposal and are trained in
martial arts, Dublin will see a great decline
in street violence.
C STEPHENS FOXROCK
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SAMSUNG N130
Samsung rocketed into the netbook
market with last year’s NC10 (which we
love, in case you haven’t noticed). Now
they’re back with a new range and
today we’re taking a look at their
budget offering — the N130.

Look: A matte, shell-like exterior opens
to reveal a surprisingly large screen.

Functional rather than stylish but
more robust than most netbooks.

Features: 10.1 inch LED screen, 160GB
hard drive, nice webcam, gesture
trackpad, good-sized keyboard, Wi-Fi,
three USB and card reader.

The good: Small, light and great
battery life (six hours plus). Runs
smoothly on XP and handles everyday
tasks really well, with typing especially
user friendly and all at a great price.

The bad: The mono speaker is
unimpressive and the matte screen
reduces glare but also image quality.

Overall: Samsung’s entry-level N130 is
a spartan but serviceable netbook —
providing a no-frills experience with
the great build quality we expect. It
isn’t the fastest on the market, nor the
most stylish, but for those on a budget
it comes highly recommended.

RRP is €359 but we found it on
elara.ie for €284. Snap one up now!

A tough little netbook with staying power

The problem: The Windows Desktop has
become a staple working area for Windows
users over the years. Even with the advent
of the My Documents folder, people still
love to put files on their desktop because,
well, they are easy to find. However, over
time your desktop will start to look like the
aftermath of a hurricane with files scattered
about.
The solution: Fences is a simple programme

(www.stardock.com/products/fences) to
help you file everything in your Windows
view. Instead of creating extra folders to
hold your files, Fences gives you areas on
your desktop where you can drag and drop
files and folders. These areas can be resized
like a regular window by dragging the
edges and corners. In-built in the pro-
gramme is a hide option; simply double
click for an instantly clutter-free desktop.

Everyone's got an email
address, whether it's at
work or for personal use.
But are you getting the
most out of your current
free email provider?

gmail.com: Gmail is Google’s
offering and it is one of the
most highly ‘specced’ free-
mails available. Packing
more than 7.3GB of storage,
you’ll never need to delete
another mail to save space,
and the labelling and search
features make it a doddle to
find old mails.

webmail.aol.com: Formerly
available only to AOL
customers, this service is
now free and offers unlimit-
ed inbox capacity. Its 16MB
attachment limit trumps
Gmail’s storage, making it
perfect for sending and
receiving large files.

gmx.com: One of
the most flexible,
GMX mail comes
with a 5GB inbox,
1GB free online file
storage, a personal organ-
iser, no ads and a service
called Mail Collector which
lets you check your
Gmail/Hotmail/AOL account
from the gmx.com website.

Three clicks
to free email
andmore

GADGET OF THE WEEK

WEB WATCH

TECH TIPS: KEEPING YOUR DESKTOP TIDY

IT’S A GOAL: At last Pro Evolution Soccer
delivers the goods with arcade style play.
INSET: Brutal Legend’s set-up is brilliant
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